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agreement with such other depart-
ments or agencies. All parties to any 
proceeding consolidated subsequently 
to service of the notice of hearing or 
opportunity for hearing shall be 
promptly served with notice of such 
consolidation.

§ 81.56 Motions. 

Motions and petitions shall state the 
relief sought, the authority relied 
upon, and the facts alleged. If made be-
fore or after the hearing, these matters 
shall be in writing. If made at the hear-
ing, they may be stated orally; but the 
presiding officer may require that they 
be reduced to writing and filed and 
served on all parties in the same man-
ner as a formal motion. Motions, an-
swers, and replies shall be addressed to 
the presiding officer, if the case is 
pending before him. A repetitious mo-
tion will not be entertained.

§ 81.57 Responses to motions and peti-
tions. 

Within 8 days after a written motion 
or petition is served, or such other pe-
riod as the reviewing authority or the 
presiding officer may fix, any party 
may file a response thereto. An imme-
diate oral response may be made to an 
oral motion.

§ 81.58 Disposition of motions and peti-
tions. 

The reviewing authority or the pre-
siding officer may not sustain or grant 
a written motion or petition prior to 
expiration of the time for filing re-
sponses thereto, but may overrule or 
deny such motion or petition without 
awaiting response: Provided, however, 
That prehearing conferences, hearings 
and decisions need not be delayed pend-
ing disposition of motions or petitions. 
Oral motions and petitions may be 
ruled on immediately. Motions and pe-
titions submitted to the reviewing au-
thority or the presiding officer, respec-
tively, and not disposed of in separate 
rulings or in their respective decisions 
will be deemed denied. Oral arguments 
shall not be held or written motions or 
petitions unless the presiding officer in 
his discretion expressly so orders.

Subpart G—Responsibilities and 
Duties of Presiding Officer

§ 81.61 Who presides. 

A hearing examiner assigned under 5 
U.S.C. 3105 or 3344 (formerly section 11 
of the Administrative Procedure Act) 
shall preside over the taking of evi-
dence in any hearing to which these 
rules of procedure apply.

§ 81.62 Designation of hearing exam-
iner. 

The designation of the hearing exam-
iner as presiding officer shall be in 
writing, and shall specify whether the 
examiner is to make an initial decision 
or to certify the entire record includ-
ing his recommended findings and pro-
posed decision to the reviewing author-
ity, and may also fix the time and 
place of hearing. A copy of such order 
shall be served on all parties. After 
service of an order designating a hear-
ing examiner to preside, and until such 
examiner makes his decision, motions 
and petitions shall be submitted to 
him. In the case of the death, illness, 
disqualification or unavailability of 
the designated hearing examiner, an-
other hearing examiner may be des-
ignated to take his place.

§ 81.63 Authority of presiding officer. 

The presiding officer shall have the 
duty to conduct a fair hearing, to take 
all necessary action to avoid delay, and 
to maintain order. He shall have all 
powers necessary to these ends, includ-
ing (but not limited to) the power to: 

(a) Arrange and issue notice of the 
date, time, and place of hearings, or, 
upon due notice to the parties, to 
change the date, time, and place of 
hearings previously set. 

(b) Hold conferences to settle, sim-
plify, or fix the issues in a proceeding, 
or to consider other matters that may 
aid in the expeditious disposition of the 
proceeding. 

(c) Require parties and amici curiae 
to state their position with respect to 
the various issues in the proceeding. 

(d) Administer oaths and affirma-
tions. 

(e) Rule on motions, and other proce-
dural items on matters pending before 
him. 
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